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Introduction:
Pekka Sutela (Bank of Finland Institute for Economies in Transition — BOFIT, Helsinki)

Discussants:
Peter Havlik, GAbor Hunya, Sandor Richter and Leon Podkaminer (all wiiw)

Moderator:
Michael Landesmann (wiiw)

This Workshop is organized in the framework of the interdisciplinary Conference
‘Transformationsprozesse im Ostseeraum und die osteuropéaische Erfahrung’,
University of Vienna, 12 to 15 November 2003

Propose of the Workshop:

Starting from general economic developments in the transition countries (regarding
growth, industry and foreign trade performance, FDI flows, agriculture and regional
issues) a comparison between the Baltic States and Poland on the one hand, as well
as Belarus, Ukraine and the western part of Russia on the other hand, will
illuminate the varying experiences with economic, social and political
transformation in the Baltic region and outline some relevant policy
recommendations.

Pekka Sutela

Studied economics, sociology, philosophy, statistics and mathematics at the
University of Helsinki. Since 1990 employed at the Bank of Finland as a senior
researcher, Advisor to the Board and Acting Head of Department. Since 1998 Head
of the Bank of Finland Institute for Economies in Transition (BOFIT). Teaches
economics at the Helsinki School of Economics and Business Administration since
2000.

Publications include Socialism, Planning and Optimality (Helsinki 1984), Economic
Thought and Economic Reform in the Soviet Union (Cambridge 1991), The Road to
the Russian Market Economy (Helsinki 1998) and a number of other monographs,
including (with J. Pekkarinen) the main Finnish-language economics textbook
(various editions since 1980 — also in Estonian and Swedish). Author of numerous
articles in academic journals and edited volumes as well as a frequent commentator
in the Finnish media.



